
“Data is the new Oil”

or a Pain in the B*m?



Collect data, please?
In the last few years you have been asked to collect data on:

• How many hours you volunteer

• What activities you are doing on your site

• People who come to your activities

• How much money you have raised

• The coffee mornings & evening socials

• YOUR FEEDBACK FORM FOR TODAY!

And probably some other things too....

And that’s just from BOSF



SORRY



Why?

Funders like data

Seeing how hard you’ve worked & 

how much money you’ve raised 

makes you feel happy

Politicians 

need 

convincing

We get 

into 

trouble 

if we 

don’t



Why?
• Funders ask for it

• Services depend on it

• To prove how important volunteers are 
to our parks and open spaces

• Because we want to offer you the right 
support

• You get paid....



What data do we need?



Parks Booking Spreadsheet

Why?
• So the Parks 

Service knows 

what’s going on

• So your 

insurance is 

valid

• So we can 

prove how 

many activities 

are organised 

by volunteers....



Volunteering Hours Why?
• So we can prove 

how much work is 

done by 

volunteers....& 

you’ll get paid

Include everything

• litter picking

•putting up posters

•going to meetings

•funding applications

• gardening

• helping school groups

• helping Active Parks

• making tea

• looking after visitors

• everything else you do

£120



Why?

Money, money, 

money....

- to prove to politicians 

how important friends 

groups are

- to show how much 

income & capital has been 

raised by volunteers

- to find the groups that 

are entitled to funding but 

haven’t yet applied 



Why? – so we don’t waste your time

Feedback - Coffee Mornings, Socials & 

Conferences, training



Why?
- better services for 

groups from BOSF & 

BCC

- a requirement from 

BOSF funders

- better services in 

parks & open spaces

Volunteers in Open Spaces

Quarterly Survey



Help!....

You are not alone


